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The 12th Grade Office   (C-229)

Ms. Tracey Stevenson
12th Grade Class Principal
email: stevensont@aaps.k12.mi.us
office: 734-994-2141

Ms. Claudia Barillas
12th Grade Office Professional
email: barillasc@aaps.k12.mi.us
office: 734-994-2130

● All Senior Information, dates, order forms etc. will be sent out 
via Mr. Smith’s Newsletter each week. All questions throughout 
the school year can be directed to the senior class office.



AGENDA

● Welcome and Introductions by Senior Class Principal: Ms. Tracey Stevenson
● Counseling Assignments
● Josten’s Information
● Senior Calendar
● Advice to seniors 
● Types of college applications
●  FERPA/Fee Waivers
● Recommendations
● Info Needed for Common App
● Transcripts
● Test Scores
● College Essay
● Deadline & Decision Terms
● NCAA
● FAFSA
● Scholarships
● WCC/Other Options
● Lunch Help Sessions
● Seniors: Stay on Track
● Q & A



Counseling Assignments for Seniors

Mrs. Vance:
● Accepted counselor position at Pathways.
● Will still be processing all senior college applications 

and writing senior recommendation letters.
● Availability:

○ Tuesdays from 9/22 to 10/27
○ Any other questions or meeting requests can be 

scheduled with her via email: 
vance@aaps.k12.mi.us



Counseling Assignments for Seniors

A - B     >>           TBD
                                   email:  

             office:  

C - Fr     >>             Mr. John Shelton
                                 email: sheltonj@aaps.k12.mi.us

     office: 734-994-2188 

G - Ka        >>          Mr. Levi Jackson
                                    email: jacksonle@aaps.k12.mi.us
                                                 office: 734-994-2146
                                                 
Ke - Lar     >>          Mrs. Marissa Bailey-Johnson
Rising Scholars                 email: baileyjohnsonm@aaps.k12.mi.us
                                                    office:  734-994-2131

mailto:sheltonj@aaps.k12.mi.us
mailto:jacksonle@aaps.k12.mi.us
mailto:baileyjohnsonm@aaps.k12.mi.us


     Counseling Assignments for Seniors

Lat - N           >>      Mr. Andrew Reinemann
         email:  reinemanna@aaps.k12.mi.us
            office:  734-994-2120

O - Se            >>      Ms. Stephanie Carter
                                    email:  carters@aaps.k12.mi.us
                                              office:  734-994-2124

Sh - Z            >>       Mr. Christopher Kasper
                                     email:  kasperc@aaps.k12.mi.us
                                               office:  734-994-8229

mailto:reinemann@aaps.k12.mi.us
mailto:carters@aaps.k12.mi.us
mailto:kasperc@aaps.k12.mi.us
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Senior Calendar: Class of 2027  
September
11th Drop/add deadline
18th Deadline for a level change in course
28th No School for Students 

● Counselors begin processing college applications
● Students continue working on college applications
● Students work on draft for college essays
● Students visit college campuses

October
1st            FAFSA tentatively opens
2nd    Josten’s In School Ordering during both lunches, Annex
7th           Student Count 
8th                PSAT/NMSQT Testing (11th) - Late Start for Seniors, 9th and 10th graders
9th, 12th, 13th    No School for Students and Staff:  Fall Break
TBD Deadline for ordering cap and gown
2 Homecoming Game
3 Homecoming Dance

● Students continue working on college applications
● Some music/theater programs will have October deadlines
● Counselors process Early Action/Early Decision applications
● Students continue to visit college campuses



November
1st and 15th                Early Action/Early Decision Deadlines for some colleges
3rd                               Election Day / No School
?                                   Senior Yearbook Pictures due
18th         Parent/Teacher Conferences (4-7 pm)
26th-28th                    Thanksgiving Break / No School

● Most college applications processed by counseling
● Students continue to visit college campuses

December/Jan
Dec 21st-Jan. 2nd    Winter Break / No School
Jan  TBD         Senior Scholarship/Financial Aid Night @ 6PM in Cafeteria Annex
Jan 19th - 22nd          First Semester Final Exam Week
Jan 25th                     Second Semester Begins
Jan 28th         Email your counselor if your college(s) expect a Mid-Year Report/Transcript

                                                                          (only if your college needs it)

● Students continue working on regular and rolling admission deadline applications
● Seniors notified of early action/early decision by colleges



February 
     
9th-12th         Diploma Name Check:  Check name in powerschool. Fill out google
                        form for corrections.  Form will be sent out closer to date.
12th-15th        Mid-Winter Break / No School

● Application process winds down
● Some colleges still have rolling admissions
● Continue filling out scholarship applications

March
TBD                  Last day to order Cap and Gown

Parent/Teacher Conferences
29th - Apr 2nd     Spring Break / No School

● Continue filling out scholarship applications
● Continue hearing from colleges about acceptance



April
TBD     Jostens Delivery Date: Pick up graduation orders
                                           (announcements and mementos)
8th                         Late Start for Seniors: PSAT and SAT Testing for 9th-11th
                                   

***Seniors who attended PHS as a Junior should have taken
         The School Day SAT, Work Readiness, and the Michigan Merit
         Exam in April 2026.  All 3 parts required for graduation.

If not… please see 12th grade office.

TBD        Prom Ticket Sales (Tickets can be purchased online. More information to follow)
  

May
1st                          Decision Day:  Colleges require a deposit or commitment to attend
3rd-14th                  AP Exam Testing                           
TBD               Prom 
TBD     Senior Physics Cedar Point Trip

                                
● Colleges cannot require deposit or commitment to attend before May 1st 



June
  4th                         Senior Last Day
TBD Obligations, Cap & Gown Pickup

     
TBD                        Mandatory Graduation Rehearsal
                                       EMU /George Gervin GameAbove Center
                                       799 N. Hewitt Rd. / Ypsilanti
TBD             Commencement Ceremony

      Ceremony begins at 2:30 pm
                       All seniors must wear a cap and gown    

                                       Tickets are NOT required for the ceremony

1st-31st Seniors begin to request final transcript through
                                       parchment.com to be sent to their college

http://parchment.com


Let the Student Drive the Process

● Student should be aware of college application 
and scholarship deadlines

● Student should communicate directly with school 
staff, counselor, and admission offices.

● Parents: refrain from using your student’s email to 
communicate with PHS staff and college 
admissions

● Parents: ask for reasonable updates about the 
progress of your student’s applications in order to 
help keep them on track for deadlines 



Students: Get Organized 
● Maintain a filing or folder system for each college  
● Visit the admission website for each college for specifics
● Keep a checklist of application items needed for each college
● Create a calendar for what is due and when
● Set aside time on weekends to complete tasks
● Keep track of account usernames and passwords
● Use your personal email NOT school email



Types of College Applications

● Apply directly to institution
● Common Application

     



FERPA SECTION OF THE COMMON APPLICATION

Applicants should consider waiving their right to view their 
recommendation letters.  Colleges take letters more seriously that 

have not been reviewed by the applicant.

                                                    FEE  WAIVERS
If you qualify for a fee waiver, you will indicate that in your Common App 
and your counselor will need to verify it on their Common App account

If you are applying to a non-Common App school and qualify for a fee 
waiver, then please see your counselor
     



Recommendations

● Colleges want letters from core academic teachers
● Only ask a teacher for a letter if the college needs it
● A counselor letter is not sent to a college that does not need 

one
● Invite recommenders through Common App: teachers,

counselor, and outside people
● For a non-common app school, then email counselor

if recommendation is needed
● Use counselor’s proper email when inviting through the 

common application or a college’s application system
(Example: carters@aaps.k12.mi.us and not carters@a2schools.org)

mailto:carters@aaps.k12.mi.us


Information Needed for the Common Application

● Class of 2027 has 450 students
● Pioneer does NOT rank students
● Pioneer uses a weighted gpa scale (4.0)
● CEEB CODE: 230088   



Sending Transcripts

● Go to Parchment.com and create an account 
● Request transcript in portal
● Send transcripts to colleges, scholarships, coaches, the 

NCAA, and yourself
● Transcripts from previous high schools can also be sent 

through Parchment.com
● Use personal email address

http://parchment.com


Sending Test Scores to Colleges

SAT/AP
collegeboard.org

ACT
act.org

Scores must be sent to colleges directly from testing companies.
Students will need to create an account to login and send scores.
Students will need a credit card to pay fee for sending scores.

SAT Questions:  1-866-630-9305
ACT Questions:  1-319-337-1270

NOTE:  Counselors do not have access to test scores or a student’s login information



Test Optional Colleges

● Submitting test scores is not a requirement
● Student can choose to send ACT or SAT scores
● When test scores are not sent, then other parts 

of the application become more heavily 
weighted



Writing the College Essay
● Answer the prompt
● Demonstrate organization and clarity
● Use specific examples and details   
● Show a different “window” into yourself outside 

of application
● Keep it to two proofreaders/editors
● Do your best: Write it: Let Go



Early Action and Early Decision
Early Action is non-binding and students receive an early response to their 
 application but do not have to commit to the college until the normal reply 

date of May 1st.

Early Decision is binding and the student must attend that college.  A student
can only apply to one college for early decision.  Some ED colleges will allow you 

to apply to other colleges through EA and some do not.  Look at their 
admission website for specifics.  Almost all ED colleges will allow you to apply to 

other colleges through regular or rolling admissions.

 



November 1st Deadline

  Seniors need to invite their counselor through       
       Common Application and any other electronic    
       applications by Tuesday Oct. 14th if they have a 
       Nov. 1st deadline

This gives a 3 week notice to counselors of which 
      students are committing to this deadline

                   



REGULAR DECISION
A college will compare every application to others before any 
acceptance or rejection letters are sent out.  The deadline is 
usually around January.

ROLLING ADMISSION
A college will evaluate applications as they are received until all 
slots are filled for the incoming class.



Accepted/ Deferred/ Waitlisted/ Denied

Accepted
Congrats! You’ve been offered admission to the college!

Deferred
It’s not a “No”, it’s a “Maybe”
The College generally wants more information such as 1st semester 
grades.
Waitlisted
College is done reviewing your application and does not require more 
information. You are granted admission if a spot becomes available.
Denied
You didn’t get in AND it’s not the end of the world.



New Information from the University of Michigan

UM is now offering the option of Early Decision (binding) along with its typical 
option of Early Action (non-binding).
The application deadline for each is November 1, 2026

Regular decision deadline is February 1, 2026

Applicants choose one option

Information Link: 
First-year Application Plans | University of Michigan Office of 
Undergraduate Admissions

https://admissions.umich.edu/apply/first-year-applicants/first-year-application-plans
https://admissions.umich.edu/apply/first-year-applicants/first-year-application-plans


NCAA

Any student planning on playing for a Division 1 or 
Division 2 college athletic team must register with the 
NCAA Eligibility Center.

ncaa.org

If a student needs any assistance, then please contact 
Ms. Molly Lipton (liptonm@aaps.k12.mi.us)
(Ann Arbor Public Schools NCAA Coordinator)

mailto:liptonm@aaps.k12.mi.us


                                FAFSA
                  Free Application for Federal Student Aid

● Official form to apply for assistance from government
● Tentatively opens October 1, 2026
● Apply Early
● Apply regardless of income
● Used by colleges to determine scholarships & grants
● Website: studentaid.gov



PHS Scholarship Info Night
Date: TBD (Mid January)
Information on local scholarships

Scholarship Search Engines
fastweb.com
scholarships.com
finaid.org
michigan.gov/mistudentaid

http://finaid.org
http://michigan.gov/mistudentaid


            
            

Washtenaw Community College (WCC)

● Over 135 programs/certificates
● From Business Accounting to Cybersecurity to Welding Technology
● Many scholarships available to PHS students
● Easy transition to EMU, UM, or MSU

(Michigan Transfer Agreement–30 credits, with at least a 2.0 G.P.A. in each course)
● Save over $15,000/year opposed to attending in-state 4 yr college
● Community College Guarantee
● Apply today: APPLY to WCC

WCC: HBCU Pathway
● Complete general education credits at a low cost and then transfer

seamlessly to a HIstorically Black College/University
● Guaranteed admission into most partner schools
● HBCU campus tours and activities 

                                                     
                                                           Information Link: https://www.wccnet.edu/learn/transfer/hbcu-pathway.php

   

https://washtenaw.my.site.com/OnlineApp/TX_SiteLogin?_gl=1*zrkp5z*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3NTcyODM2ODIuQ2p3S0NBancydlRGQmhBdUVpd0FGYVNjd3BVb2l4VXVpMzFwM1pMV3F3V2ZxUzdOT0U3Mnd5RzYzUkVOVmpqTUtVZU1rYW5fVnV5cXdob0NLNkVRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*OTU2MjQzNzUxLjE3NTcyODI3NDE.*_ga*MjcxMDYzNDc2LjE3NTcyODI3NDE.*_ga_9GSS7VBXYJ*czE3NTcyODI3NDAkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTcyODM2ODIkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.wccnet.edu/learn/transfer/hbcu-pathway.php


            
Other Post Secondary Options
● Trade School
● Work Force
● Military
● Gap Year (Americorp and Citiyear, for instance)



Lunch Help Sessions   
         

Counselors will be available to assist students with 
college applications and questions in the Counseling 
Department during early lunch for the month of October. 
Exact dates will be announced on the morning 
announcements.



Stay on Track, Seniors!
● Maintain good attendance
● Make good choices
● Maintain core academics on schedule
● Avoid reducing schedule too much

Colleges can rescind your admission           



Q & A
    This presentation along with all other college information 

will be posted and updated to the PHS      
       Counseling Website throughout the year

For any unanswered questions feel free to reach out to 
these contacts:

Counseling: phscounseling@aaps.k12.mi.us

Senior Class Office: barillasc@aaps.k12.mi.us

mailto:phscounseling@aaps.k12.mi.us
mailto:barillasc@aaps.k12.mi.us

