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Pioneer High School

Scholarship & Financial Aid 
Night

Pioneer Counseling 
Department

Tuesday, January 13, 2026
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Welcome & Introduction
Marissa Bailey-Johnson 

& Erica Daniel

FAFSA & Scholarship 
Information

Marissa Bailey- 
Johnson & Erica Daniel

AAACF Scholarships
Maryellen Ferro

Community Investment 
Officer

Pioneer Athletic & 
Michigan Achievement 

Scholarship
Erica Daniel

WCC & Multicultural 
Scholarships

Marissa 
Bailey-Johnson

Financial Aid 101
Stephen Nabors, 

U of M Financial Aid 

Agenda

Quarter Month Year

*Conclusion - Q & A*
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Scholarships
Free money offered by nonprofit and private organizations to help 
students pay for college.

Grant
A grant is a form of financial aid that does not have to be repaid.  
A variety of federal grants are available.

Work-Study Jobs
The Federal Work-Study Programs allow you to earn money to 
pay for school by working part-time.  Students earn the current 
federal minimum wage.  Work study depends on: when you apply, 
your financial need, and the college’s funding level.

Loans
Money a student/parent borrows that must be paid back with 
interest.  If a student applies for financial aid, they may be offered 
loans as part of the college’s financial aid offer.

Financial Aid Terms Defined
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- FAFSA for the 2025-2026 school year officially opened 
on September 24, 2025

- Federal Deadline: June 30, 2026

- ALL students should complete FAFSA regardless of 
family income & fill it out as soon as possible

- Helps colleges determine a student’s financial aid 
package

- Now available in both English and Spanish

FAFSA application is available online: 
https://fafsa.ed.gov

FAFSA- Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid

https://www.google.com/search?q=FAFSA+for+the+2025-2026+school+year&sca_esv=727911a362dc4a92&rlz=1C5FPAB_enUS1196US1196&ei=vMlfaeu2K6jVwN4PzuLvsQk&ved=2ahUKEwjBze-InvyRAxVa5ckDHee2CKcQgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=fafsa+opened+date+for+2025-2026%3F&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiIGZhZnNhIG9wZW5lZCBkYXRlIGZvciAyMDI1LTIwMjY_MggQABiiBBiJBTIIEAAYogQYiQUyBRAAGO8FMgUQABjvBUjjelAAWOJ3cAJ4AZABAJgBgQGgAe4YqgEFMTYuMTe4AQPIAQD4AQGYAh2gAqAVwgILEAAYgAQYkQIYigXCAgUQABiABMICBxAAGIAEGA3CAggQABiABBiiBMICCBAAGAgYDRgewgIIECEYoAEYwwTCAgYQABgFGB7CAgQQIRgKmAMAkgcFMTYuMTOgB8uCAbIHBTE0LjEzuAeYFcIHBjAuOS4yMMgHXoAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAWHCFGtPNEiu8uHXR6grJoq_b--jJ6smpt6QpBjE5iSROVv6sGf7RmQn94yGSxWrbtv2GAXlKbK_lzoGZrnutBVPjIG9-h1dut6pjC_6sakAe5dPUO3x8agf1O12rgK2FYD-bhKadka-O8yyZfrlhwifSEqQwviFWRgNqAByyimYidjTdstKUGyDF2qJcV5eH1fjD02HNFiStd_ll-PdgPAA&csui=3
https://fafsa.ed.gov


5

- Start early

- Be aware of due dates

- Keep track of all items needed to complete an 
application

- Many scholarships require the following items:
                             
 *High School Transcript
 *Letter of Recommendation/Reference Form
 *Student Essay

- It’s important to let the student drive the process

- Once committed to a college, it’s important to meet with 
the financial aid office

Scholarship Advice
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Ms. Brenda Martinez - PHS Records 
Office

(martinez@aaps.k12.mi.us)

Transcript Request Assistance
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- Allows students to enter their specific 
information and then receive ongoing emails 
of available scholarships where they meet 
the criteria.

- Pioneer High School Scholarship Database:
https://tinyurl.com/2ezpkxsj

- https://www.fastweb.com

- https://scholarships.com

- https://finaid.org

Scholarship Search Engines

https://tinyurl.com/2ezpkxsj
https://finaid.org
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Ann Arbor Area Community 
Foundation

AAACF Local Scholarships

Presented by:

Maryellen Ferrero

Community Investment Officer
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www.aaacf.org/scholarships
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The Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation enriches the quality of life in our 
region through its knowledgeable leadership, engaged grantmaking, and 

creative partnerships with donors to make philanthropic investments and build 
endowment.

About AAACF
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AAACF’s Impact

In 2025 alone, AAACF 
awarded over $650,000 in 

scholarship funds in support of 
students as they continued 

their post secondary 
educations.
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Scholarship Types 

AAACF’s Online Scholarship Portal gives students access to 28 scholarships which 
use 

the Common Application and 7 which are offered through stand alone applications.



Common Application (Includes 2 Essays)

Recommendation Form

Transcript

Additional Materials – If Needed

0
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0
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0
4

Common Application Details 



Shorter in Length

Varied Questions and Essays 

No Recommendation Form

No Transcript

0
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0
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0
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0
4

Stand Alone Application Details 
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Andrea Greiner Memorial Scholarship
Graduating senior planning to attend a 
college or university
✔ 1 - $2,500 Scholarship

Graduating senior ice hockey player 
planning to attend a college or university
✔ At least 1 - $1,000 Scholarship

Bryan J. Westfield Scholarship

Graduating senior who ran women’s track 
and field and/or cross country for 2 or 
more years
✔ At least 1 - $1,000 Scholarship

Butch Warren Memorial Scholarship
Graduating senior planning to attend a MI 
public college, university, or technical 
school full-time
✔ 5 - $2,000 Scholarships

Nathan Lyndell Hall Memorial Scholarship

Graduating senior with 4 consecutive years 
of participation in one sport, 2 years of 
community service, minimum 3.2 GPA
✔ 1 - $1,000 Scholarship
Richard Weldon Memorial Scholarship

Graduating senior, lettered in athletics, 
theater and/or music, employed for 12 
consecutive months in high school
✔ 1- $1,000 Scholarship

Art Armstrong Memorial Scholarship

PHS Only Scholarships 

Stand 
alone

applicatio
n

Stand 
alone

applicatio
n

Nominati
on

Form

Common
Applicati

on

Common
Applicati

on

Common
Applicati

on

*All applications must be accessed through AAACF’s Online 
Scholarship Portal
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✔ Low income, first-generation 
college student or youth of color

✔ Resident of Washtenaw County
✔ Will be a high school graduate
✔ Enrolling in college for the first 

time
✔ Minimum 2.0 GPA

Community Scholarship 

Eligibility Criteria
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CHEC
K

Do not use a 
school email 

address

VISI
T

READ SELEC
T

APPL
Y

Go to the AAACF 
website 

Review the 
instructions, watch 
the tutorials, create 

credentials

Select who will 
complete the 

Scholarship Rec 
Form

Complete the 
Scholarship 

Application(s)

Monitor your email 
for decisions 

Including any 
supplemental 

essays or materials 

Choose someone 
who knows you well

Make sure to look 
at the Common 

Application & the 
standalone 

scholarships

www. aaacf.org/
scholarships 

Application Process 



1
8

Undocument
ed students 

are eligible to 
apply

Awards 
range 

in size from 
$1,000 to 
$26,000

Students 
can be 

awarded 
multiple 

scholarship
s

FAFSA 
completion 

is 
encouraged 

but not 
mandatory

Important Details 
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February 10, 2026 @ 3 PM

Application Deadline 
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https://pioneerathletics.net

Robert B. Westfall Memorial Award
- $20,000 awarded disbursed among several students
- Outstanding athletic ability and leadership qualities

- Must show financial need
- Application Deadline: May 1st

Bob Ufer Memorial Award
- One $10,000 awarded annually

- Must have participated in athletics at Pioneer
- Excelled academically at Pioneer

- Committed to attending the University of Michigan
- Application Deadline: April 15th

Pioneer Athletic Dept Scholarships

https://pioneerathletics.net
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Clara Goodrich Plympton Scholarship
● Male Senior at Pioneer High School.
● Must attend U of M
● Has a talent and interest in English studies.
● Has financial need
● 1 Award of $10,000 

Apply at a2schools.submittable.com
Application Deadline: March 13, 2026
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19bcq4dj8LTYe7EEnJv
lkI8Za1C8UAExDwVVE6eJijcg/edit?tab=t.0

Ann Arbor Public School Scholarships - Open 1/20/26

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19bcq4dj8LTYe7EEnJvlkI8Za1C8UAExDwVVE6eJijcg/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19bcq4dj8LTYe7EEnJvlkI8Za1C8UAExDwVVE6eJijcg/edit?tab=t.0
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The Michigan Achievement Scholarship is a comprehensive state program for 
Michigan high school graduates (For the class of 2023 & beyond) to fund 
post-secondary education

It includes three different pathway options:
- Community College Guarantee: covers 100% of in-district tuition 

and mandatory fees for recent high school grads - if you're not 
in-district, you'll still receive scholarship dollars and will only pay 
the difference between in-district and out-of-district costs

- University Pathway: Pays up to $5,500 per year for 5 years at a 
Michigan public/private university or a 4-year community college 
program

- Skills Scholarship: Pays up to $2,000 per year for 2 years for an 
industry recognized certificates. 

- Resident of Michigan since July 1, 2023 or after
- Must have FAFSA completed
- Demonstrate financial need

Visit:https://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid/programs/michigan-achievement
-scholarship

Michigan Achievement Scholarship (The Umbrella 
Program)

https://www.google.com/search?q=Community+College+Guarantee&rlz=1C5FPAB_enUS1196US1196&oq=difference+btwn+michigan+acheivement+and+community+college+guarnatee&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRiPAjIHCAIQIRiPAjIHCAMQIRiPAtIBCTE3MDg1ajBqNKgCAbACAfEFdPlGkz-ggDrxBXT5RpM_oIA6&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfAfbRZkj5HhfGZ2US-ewGOqEC1oWwPIydeZ9JrFZvLINIkTmX1tOAhEfE2hmodSagQYPxMgnA5C8zSwC_nuFlS5uBWYLBKfknICWGfdZvZ787uZm-5Cg42CeP7TXwWFjS9A5gst1WJg1M6eirFH1dI95X_SnlS9bLWFkmoUteFeRsXWUVHzt2bsxp4dV8o2v5J6&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiV5vTIxP6RAxWh5ckDHR2sIeIQgK4QegQIAxAD
https://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid/programs/michigan-achievement-scholarship
https://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid/programs/michigan-achievement-scholarship
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President’s Honor Scholarship
- Applicants must have a 3.2 GPA
- Pays full tuition for two consecutive semesters (fall and 

winter)
- $300 bookstore credit for each semester

Application Deadline: March 15, 2026

Procassini Honor Scholarship
- Based on academic achievement and/or outstanding 

accomplishments in HS
- Pays full tuition for two consecutive semesters (fall and 

winter)
- $300 bookstore credit for each semester

Application Deadline: March 15, 2026

Washtenaw Community Scholarships
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Excellence Scholarship
- Any high school graduate in Washtenaw County
- $1500 for each semester
- Excellence in any area: academics, sports, community 

service, art, or overcoming a significant obstacle
Application Deadline: July 15, 2026

Kiwanis Scholarship (Sponsored by Kiwanis Club of Ann 
Arbor)

- High school graduates in Washtenaw County who 
shows financial need

- $3500 for one school year
- Covers tuition, books, materials, and fees

Application Deadline: December 1, 2026

Washtenaw Community Scholarships
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Rotary Club Scholarship
- 8 student recipients
- $1,250 in tuition each semester
- Graduating senior in Ann Arbor Public Schools
- Students not receiving other aid considered first

Application Deadline: June 10, 2026

Burt Black Memorial Scholarship
- $500 per academic year
- Graduating senior from any Ann Arbor Public School 

who has a physical and/or learning disabilities
- Permanent resident of Washtenaw County

Application Deadline: June 30, 2026

Washtenaw Community Scholarships
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United Negro College Fund
- Nation’s largest private scholarship provider to 

minorities
- Awards more than $100 million to students, yearly
- Multiple scholarships with varied criteria and deadlines

uncf.org 

NAACP
- Need based and merit based
- Outstanding African-American students
- Academic excellence
- Early signs of leadership & commitment to social 

justice
- Varied deadlines for different scholarships

https://naacp.org/find-resources/scholarships-awards-i
nternships/scholarships

Multicultural Scholarships

http://uncf.org
https://naacp.org/find-resources/scholarships-awards-internships/scholarships
https://naacp.org/find-resources/scholarships-awards-internships/scholarships
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated  Scholarships
- Applicants apply through a local chapter 
- Multiple scholarships with varied criteria and deadlines.

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Scholarship (Ann Arbor Chapter)
- Applicants can apply through a local chapter 
- $2000 award and merit based
- Academically sound, well-rounded applicant 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/AlphaPhiAlphaFraternityIncT
hetaZetaLambdaChapter/scholarshipapplication
Application Deadline March 27, 2026

Multicultural Scholarships

https://www.cognitoforms.com/AlphaPhiAlphaFraternityIncThetaZetaLambdaChapter/scholarshipapplication
https://www.cognitoforms.com/AlphaPhiAlphaFraternityIncThetaZetaLambdaChapter/scholarshipapplication
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Margrette Ann Taylor Scholarship Fund
- African American HS Female student
- 2.8 Cumulative GPA
- Attend a Washtenaw County Area High School
- Email: MATScholarship@gmail.com for more info

https://legacyofthedovefoundation.org/scholarship-2-3/
Deadline: March 13, 2026

Hispanic Scholarship Fund
- Academic achievement 
- Financial need
- Commitment to community service
- Open to students of all races who identify as being of 

Hispanic heritage
https://www.hsf.net/scholarship
Deadline: February 15, 2026

Multicultural Scholarships

http://gmail.com
https://legacyofthedovefoundation.org/scholarship-2-3/
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- Phase 1 of the Tuition Incentive Program (TIP) provides college 
tuition assistance after HS graduation for your certificate/associate 
degree - pays up to $450 per semester

- After earning a certificate/associate degree, the student may be 
eligible to receive TIP Phase II, which pays up to $500 per semester 
while pursuing a bachelor’s degree.

- Students are eligible to receive tuition assistance if they had 
Medicaid for at least 24 months within a 36-month period between 
ages 9 and high school graduation

- Must be a Michigan resident, U.S. citizen, permanent residence with 
approved refugee status

- Must be enrolled in college at least half-time - TIP normally pays out 
first before other financial aid

Visit:
https://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid/-/media/Project/Websites/mistud
entaid/Publications/5111_SSG_TIPFlyer.pdf?rev=072c206bc6214cd5b40d
968b502fcef8

TIP (Tuition Incentive Program)

https://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid/-/media/Project/Websites/mistudentaid/Publications/5111_SSG_TIPFlyer.pdf?rev=072c206bc6214cd5b40d968b502fcef8
https://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid/-/media/Project/Websites/mistudentaid/Publications/5111_SSG_TIPFlyer.pdf?rev=072c206bc6214cd5b40d968b502fcef8
https://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid/-/media/Project/Websites/mistudentaid/Publications/5111_SSG_TIPFlyer.pdf?rev=072c206bc6214cd5b40d968b502fcef8
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Financial Aid 101

Presented by:

Stephen Nabors, M.Ed

Senior Financial Aid Administrator 
of Outreach

University of Michigan
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All Financial Aid Materials and

 the PowerPoint from tonight’s 

presentation will be available on

 the PHS Counseling Website:

https://aapihicounseling.weebly.com

Company Name Quarter Month Year

Reminder:
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Conclusion: Q&A  

Thank you for 
joining us 
tonight!


